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INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERACY MATERIALS 
 
 

 

HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET 

1. In this booklet there are materials to help your child learn to read 

2. There are 6 SETS of materials, numbered 1 to 6.  Each set is printed in a 

different colour.  

3. You and the child should work through all the sets in turn, following the 

sequence.   

4. When you have done all the activities in a set several times, and the child 

can read most of the words, then move on to the next set in the 

sequence.  

5. The instructions on how to do the activities are given in the next box 

below. 

6. The booklet contains pages of coloured cards, some with PICTURES and 

some with WORDS.  These pages should be removed from the booklet 

and each card individually separated by carefully tearing along the 

perforations. 

7. When you have separated all the individual cards, store them securely in 

a bag or box, so that they do not get lost or damaged.  

8. Keep all cards of the same colour together; they must not get mixed up 

with other colours.  

9. If you don’t know which pictures belong with which words, an answer 

sheet is given in the book. Don’t give this answer sheet to the child! 

10. In each SET, there are 24 words to learn. When your child has completed 

all six sets, they will be able to read 144 words! 
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HOW TO DO THE ACTIVITIES 

1. In each SET there are 8 different activities to do. They are numbered 1 - 8. 

You should do the activities in order, beginning with 1 and ending with 8. 

2. The instructions for each activity are given in the booklet. These are the 

same for each SET. 

3.  There are 24 WORD cards and PICTURE cards in each SET.                                            

Do not use them all at once; the child will be confused.   

4. In the first 5 activities use the PICTURE and WORD cards.   

5. In the next 3 activities use only the WORD cards. 

6. Remember, do all the activities in each SET several times before you 

move to the next SET.   

 

MAKING THE BEST USE OF THE MATERIALS 

o When you have done an activity with your child, encourage him or her to 

play the games with other children, or to play alone with the cards. 

o Ask other members of your family, including older brothers and sisters, as 

well as friends or relatives, to also join in with the activities. 

o If your child uses these materials repeatedly they will be better at 

reading. 
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ACTIVITY 1 

 
You need 6 WORD cards and 6 PICTURE cards from the same SET. 

 
 

1. a. The adult chooses six PICTURE cards from the same SET.  
b. The adult holds up each card, one at a time.  
c. The child says the WORD that matches the PICTURE.  
d. Check that the child says the correct WORD for the PICTURE you show them. 

a  

    

b  

     

c 

     

d 
GOOD! You have said 
the correct word for 
the picture I have 
shown you. 

 

 
2. a. The adult lays out the six PICTURE cards on the floor or a table.  

b. The adult finds the six WORD cards that MATCH the 6 PICTURE cards.  
c. Now the adult places each WORD card next to the PICTURE card in turn and says  

the WORD aloud. The child hears the WORD and sees that it matches the PICTURE.   
d. The child repeats the WORD, while looking at the WORD and PICTURE. Repeat 

several times. 
a 

 

b 

 

c 

 

d 
GOOD! Now, look at 
the word and the 
picture together 
and repeat saying 
the word  

 

 
3. a. The adult again lays the six PICTURE cards out. 

b. The adult holds up the WORD cards for the child to see, one at time. 
c. Ask the child to match the WORD cards to the correct PICTURE cards.   
d. When they match correctly, give the WORD card to the child as a reward. 
e. Say “WELL DONE”, and then help the child to correct the ones that were wrong. 

a 

 

b 

 

c 

 

d

 

e 
WELL DONE!! 
Now Let us 
check the ones 
that were not 
quite right.  

 

 
4.  Repeat this activity using six cards each time until the child can match all the cards.  
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ACTIVITY 2 

 
You need  6 WORD cards and  6 PICTURE cards from the same SET. 

 
 

1.  a. The adult chooses six WORD cards and holds up each card one at a time.  
b. Each time, the adult says the WORD and the child looks at the WORD 

and repeats it. 
a 

 

b 
When I say the WORD 
on the card, you look at 
the word and repeat it 
after me. 
 

 

 
2. a. The adult lays out the six WORD cards on the floor or a table.  

b. The adult now picks the six matching PICTURE cards.  
c. Then, one at a time, the adult places each PICTURE card next to the matching  

WORD card, and says the word.   
d. The child looks at the PICTURE and the matching WORD, and repeats the word.  

Repeat several times. 
a 

 

b 

 

C                    

 

d 

 
 

 
3. a. The adult lays the six WORD cards out.  

b. One at a time, show the PICTURE cards to the child. 
c. Ask the child to match the PICTURE cards to the WORD cards.   
d. When the child matches the cards correctly, give them the PICTURE card as a reward. 
e. Say “WELL DONE” and then help the child to correct the ones they get wrong 

a 

 

b 

 

c 

 

d 

 

e 
WELL DONE! 
Now let us 
check the ones 
that were not 
quite right 

 

 
4. Repeat this activity using six cards each time until the child can match all the cards 
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ACTIVITY 3 

 

You need 6 WORD cards and 6 PICTURE cards from the same SET 

 
 

1. a. Give six WORD cards to the child.   
b. The adult keeps the six PICTURE cards. 

a

 

b 

 
 

 
2. a. The adult holds up a PICTURE card.   

b. The child then holds up the matching WORD card and says the word.   
c. If the child gets the right card she or he takes both cards.  

(If the child is wrong, ask the child to try again.)  
d. Repeat until all 6 cards have been used and correctly matched.   

a 

 

b 

 

c 

 

d 
Let us REPEAT the activity until 
ALL the 6 cards have been 
matched correctly; for 
example… 

       
  

 
3. a. Repeat this activity several times.  

b. When the child knows all the words, repeat the activity with different cards  
until the child knows all 24 words. 

 

h
o
hu

se 

house
e 
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ACTIVITY 4 

 
You need 6 WORD cards and 6 PICTURE cards from the same SET 

  
 

1. a. Give all the PICTURE cards to the child.   
b. The adult keeps the WORD cards. 

a 

 

b 

 
 

 
2. a. The adult holds up a WORD card.   

b. The child then holds up the matching PICTURE card and says the word.   
c. If the child gets the right card she or he takes both cards.  

(If the child gets it wrong, ask the child to try again.)  
d. Repeat until all the cards have been used and matched correctly.    

a 

 

b

 

c 

 

d 
Let us REPEAT this 
activity until ALL 
the cards are 
correctly matched. 
 
 
 

  
 

 
3. Repeat this activity several times until your child can match all the WORDS and 

PICTURES 
 

 bread 
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ACTIVITY 5 

 
You need ALL the WORD cards and ALL the PICTURE cards from the 
same SET.  

 
 

1. The adult mixes up all the cards from one SET in front of the child.  
 

 
 

 
2. The child matches all the PICTURE and WORD cards, saying the WORD when each pair of 

cards are matched. 

 
 

  
3.  a. The adult checks the WORD and PICTURE cards that the child has matched.   

b. If cards are matched correctly, give them to the child to hold.   
c. Say “WELL DONE”.  

Ask the child to try again with any that were not correct.  
Help the child if it is needed.  

d. Repeat this activity several times so your child knows the words. 
a 

 

b 

 

c 

 

d 
Let us 
REPEAT the 
activity until 
you know 
ALL the 
words 
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ACTIVITY 6

What you need: 
4 word cards which the child is 
learning.

ACTIVITY 1. 

1.Choose 4 word cards from Set A

 

2. Hold one card up and say the word. Ask the child to repeat
the word

3. Repeat with the other words

wu  

 

buukha buukha

 

 

 

  

   buukha kumukhono kumunwa   imoni

   buukha kumukhono kumunwa   imoni

kumukhono

kumukhono

kumukhono

kumunwa
imoni

buukh
a
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ACTIVITY 7

What you need: 

Word Cards which the child has 
learned. 

ACTIVITY 2. 

1. Hide the cards in the house or in
the compound,

3. Repeat with the other words

2. Adult says one of the words and the child must find it.

buuk
ha

   buukha kumukhono kumunwa   imoni

  

 

 

imoni..

kumukhono

imoni

kumunwa

kumukhono
kumunwa

imoni

buukh
a
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3. Child says the

word. 

ACTIVITY 8

What you need: 
Word cards that children are 
learning.    

2. Child turns over a card.

4. If correct, the child wins

the card.

They must try to win them all!

1. Place all the cards the children
are learning face down.

buukha

lya

lya

lya

   imoni lya kumunwa   buukha
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INTSU YASE
SET 1



24



25

A. SET 1 WORD CARDS Page 1 Cut out each card carefully 

intsu maayi

paapa 
yaaya 

wesaani/ 
umusaani 

yaaya 
wekhaana/ 
umukooko 

inyuungu/
isaatsi/
isoongo 

inimilo nasimya/ 
nabukubo 
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A. SET 1 WORD CARDS Page 2 Cut out each card carefully 

siilyo 
kamakaanda/
nabutaama/
wanyaambi 

imbusi kona 

ingokho lulwaanyi 

lima kamarofu
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A. SET 1 WORD CARDS Page 3 Cut out each card carefully 

liisa yeeyawo 

lya teekha 

kameetsi kumulilo 

bera/
safuura/
sawula 

butuunde
/ sitaanda 
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B. SET 1 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 1
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B. SET 1 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 2
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B. SET 1 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 3
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KUMUBILI 
KWASE
SET 2
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kamaru/ 
khukhuru

kameeno

siinga bona

A.SET 2 WORD CARDS Page 1 Cut carefully along the dotted lines to make word cards

kumunwa lulimi

litsuune

lilyoolu
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A. SET 2 WORD CARDS Page 2 Cut carefully along the dotted lines to make word cards

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 sikhan 
 dakilo/

sisaambilo 
kumurwe 

wunya bukha/
suna 

tima khukhwinyaya

keenda khutsekha
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A. SET 2 WORD CARDS Page 3 Cut carefully along the dotted lines to make word cards

 
 
 

 
 
 

 lilyoolu

kumub 
 
 
 

ili lilisikam

tsintsala sikyele

tsintsala t 
 sye 

khusikhan dakiko/ 
khusisaambilo

tsimoni 

kumukhono



44



45

B. SET 2 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 1
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B. SET 2 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 2
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B. SET 2 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 3



50



51

BUKIIMBA
SET 3
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likulu inyaaga 

kumuusi kamafuumbi 

kumu 
 
 umu 

mukal 
 
 i bila 

asilo kumweesi 

A.SET 3  WORD CARDS Page 1 Cut along the dotted lines to make word cards
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A. SET 3 WORD CARDS Page 2 Cut carefully along the dotted lines to make word cards

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ifula ikhupa ikooti 

tsibutusi 

wulukuma luweni 

khunyiraimavuulu

kofiila
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A. SET 3 WORD CARDS Page 3 Cut carefully along the dotted lines to make word cards

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

antes/ 
ibulafu 

ni luwutso 

nyira lufufu 

ingo mukari

bikaa 
 
 to/ 

biraa 
 
 ro sangaafu 
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B. SET 3 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 1



60



61

B. SET 3 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 2
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B. SET 3 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 3
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BIISOLO NI 
BIIMELWA

SET 4
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A. SET 4 WORD CARDS Page 1 Cut out each card carefully 

ikhaafu imbusi 

ipusi imbwa 

inyunywi indemu 

lipwoondi liike 
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A. SET 4 WORD CARDS Page 2 Cut out each card carefully 

insukhi khakuuntsu 

luma boofu 

fwiiti lunyaasi 

shisaala kumuyeembe 
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A. SET 4 WORD CARDS Page 3 Cut out each card carefully 

lipapali foketo 

inyanye mwoko

bisolo khutsowa

simelwa/
byaala 

lumiitso 
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B. SET 4 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 1
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B. SET 4 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 2
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B. SET 4 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 3
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BUBWIKHALI 
BWAASE

SET 5
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A. SET 5 WORD CARDS Page 1 Cut out each card carefully 

mungo loomba 

umusakhulu lileekelo 

kana syeesa

potapota kumusikiti 
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A. SET 5 WORD CARDS Page 2 Cut out each card carefully 

biwaanwa likulisilo 

umwaana kuukhu 

umwaana
wesiinde 

umwaana
wekhaana 

Ikanisa/
lisayilo kumutala 
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A. SET 5 WORD CARDS Page 3 Cut out each card carefully 

babaandu likusilo 

Ye bukhaale belela 

siikha kuukha

siriimba igaali 
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B. SET 5 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 1
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B. SET 5 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 2
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B. SET 5 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 3
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LIKULANILO
SET 6
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A. SET 6 WORD CARDS Page 1 Cut out each card carefully 

umukulisi 
mwikulisilo 

khuyeeta ukhula 

kumukhoosi 
kwe bitima liwumule 

kamateete sisiipo 

kanikha
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A. SET 6 WORD CARDS Page 2 Cut out each card carefully 

kamatuunda tsimboka 

suta liwoondo 

kumukyeele ilore 

kamaki tsingubo 
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A. SET 6 WORD CARDS Page 3 Cut out each card carefully 

inyama isaabuni 

kabichi kamafura 

ing’eeni umukhasi 

umuseetsa kamaanda 
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B. SET 6 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 1
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B. SET 6 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 2
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B. SET 6 PICTURE AND WORD MATCHING CARDS Page 3
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